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from the Ballous
November 13, 2019
Dear Friends,
This month we wanted to send out more of a family letter from both Alisa and I. It’s a privilege to be able to
stay in touch with you and be able to share our hearts with you, knowing you are behind us with your care
and your prayers! On the first Sunday of November we just celebrated the fourth anniversary of our church.
One of the great blessings of the day was having a young man named JJ help in leading the music, and to
realize that his first time ever to attend a church service was on our 3rd anniversary last year. This year he
got saved January 15, was baptized early in March, and God’s been moving in his heart in a mighty way. He
wants to serve God with his life, and is taking Bible classes. He is in the early days of discipleship and early
in what he hopes will be a lifetime of service for God. We’d love to ask for prayer that God will establish
his heart in the Word, and in God’s power that works on us from the inside out. We’re in the middle of
watching several baby Christians go through the growing pains of taking their next steps toward maturity in
their faith. Please pray for the people of our church to see God move in their personal lives. Spending
Tuesdays with several of our men in discipleship and leadership training has been continually challenging
and has helped all of us to grow. ~ Jay
From Alisa:
I’ve been learning the new rhythms of life that get adjusted when a newborn is added to the mix! It’s been
really enjoyable to be back in the prison on Friday mornings again. It was like a family reunion to return
again after having been gone for 6 months at the end of my pregnancy and with Ava being so small, and it’s
exciting to see how close many of the ladies are to getting out. Several of them have become like sisters,
and I’m looking forward to doing what I can to help them get on their feet again when they’re released. We
are working hard to prepare solid Bible studies for the ladies in the church and there in prison. I’d love to
ask for prayer for God to move in the hearts of the ladies here, both in our church and in the prison.
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are several new students that have joined the English/Bible study since we returned, almost all of which
haven’t heard the gospel before, and several old students have heard many times, but still haven’t
accepted Christ. Please pray as well for these ladies who’ve been coming to church who aren’t
Christians yet: Mint, Nat, and Daw.
We don’t often mention our kids in the prayer letters, but we definitely covet your prayers for them! Justin
is going to be 9 next week, Brody is going to be 7 December 5, Aralynn is 4, and Ava is 5 months! They
were thrilled to get to go to a conference last week where they got to hear preachers speak in English
(then translated to Thai). They soaked up the rare opportunity to listen to special speakers, and to easily
understand what was being said. Their Thai is coming along well, but especially for Brody and Aralynn, it
still isn’t at the point that they can follow messages perfectly. Please pray that God will give them
opportunities to make good friendships where they’ll not only get to know the joy of being a good
friend, but where they’ll be able to grow in confidence with speaking Thai and with feeling more and more
at home in Thailand. Homeschooling has been the route we’ve chosen for now, but it doesn’t currently
allow them to play with other kids regularly since there aren’t many kids in the small area where we live.
They are able to hang out with children at church two or three days a week, and sometimes more often, but
we’re looking for ways to get them more active in our community, and in the lives of the kids from our
church. They’re awesome kids that are growing in the knowledge and in their experience with Jesus,
except Ava, who’s mostly just growing in milk. :)
We are praying as a family to grow in intentional hospitality in the coming months, and are asking
the Lord to keep extending our vision for how we can reach out into our city effectively.
Thank you again for your friendship in Christ, and for the privilege of letting us co-labor with you to lift
Jesus Christ high here in Thailand!
Blessings,
The Ballous

