March 2021

Dear Friends,
Through the opening months of 2021 God has blessed our family and
ministry, although not always in the ways we anticipated or had planned for.
Naturally, we want to see the friends with whom we regularly share the gospel
come to saving faith in Christ. A brief panic related to new cases of Covid-19
in Thailand forced us back to having our services online and paused all of our
regular outreach opportunities. Now we are back to normal services again,
and praying specifically for Tam and Gem’s salvation.
Building Renovation
Last year when the final third of our rented church building became
available, we sensed an opportunity to set up our church for future growth,
and provide opportunities to minister eﬀectively in our community. With the
space added to our rental contract, we began renovating the space to use in
multiple ways. In addition to church fellowship space, we will have an
apartment for interns, a Christian resource library, and our after-school
outreach student center all taking shape. We would appreciate your prayers
as we complete the renovations and get ready for open house events
launching these various ministries.
Finishing my Master’s in Biblical Counseling
Even before planting this local church in the fall of 2015, I began to feel
the need for further training in pastoral counseling. The opportunities for
helping people biblically deal with their life problems were regularly
exceeding my experience and competence. With three keys mentors
providing accountability and advice, I started working toward a Master’s
degree in Biblical Counseling. Taking just one course per term has helped me
to balance my studies with my normal work load, and also to assimilate as
much of the material as possible. This spring term is the degree finish line, as
I complete my final course! Already, this training as been extremely beneficial.
Overwhelming Generosity
We were overwhelmed by the generosity we experienced from our
supporting churches in this season. Firstly, family Christmas was especially
meaningful because of gifts received from friends. I cannot tell you how much
it encouraged us to know that you all are so faithful to mention us, pray for
us, and connect with us. Then, in February we experienced generosity
towards our ministry at a level we could never have anticipated. I had put
together a short video highlighting the renovation of our ministry space and
began sending it to pastors to consider helping. Before I could even contact
each of our supporting pastors, we had heard back from so many with such
generosity that we were already assured of meeting our goal. We thank you
all from the bottom of our hearts for your care for our family and our ministry.

Sincerely,
The Ballou Family
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For open house events celebrating
the grand opening of our new
ministry center.
For further development of our
Bible Institute. We want to see the
new Christians here grow deeply in
their faith, and are excited to oﬀer
these classes to them.
For our city. For the light of Jesus
to shine without hindrance. For the
spiritual health, boldness, and
faithfulness of our church and our
family.
For our kids. This is another year in
which we will not be able to visit
our families stateside. We
postponed the trip we planned for
last year already, so we’re praying
for God to help us all adjust our
expectations and embrace his plan.

Final 1/3 of our building

Before renovation

Current Progress

Just about 1 month to go!

