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CELEBRATING CHRIST
Dear Friends,
Somewhere in the midst of the Christmas season, it occurred to me that
our church people have established some really beautiful traditions in
celebrating the birth of Christ. From our first Christmas in Lamphun back in
December of 2015 until now, we have witnessed the growth of believers in so
many encouraging ways. While we tend to think of Christmas as a family
holiday, the entire church here has begun to share in meaningful celebration
of Christ's birth.
Christmas also provides great opportunities for outreach. This year Alisa's
English group planned on having a small party. It seemed everyone invited a
friend or two, and we had to pivot to provide for twice the number of teens
we had anticipated. These young people, most of whom are nearing
graduation from a local high school, have appreciated the newly renovated
ministry center, even though Covid protocols have prevented our official
opening. It is already apparent that the ministry center will provide exactly
the space we need for establishing relationships and sharing the gospel.
Looking ahead in the year, our focus is renewed and our resolve is
strengthened to share the truth of Christ with those who have never heard.
While the Covid restrictions of the past year have forced us to focus more on
discipleship, our hope is that the coming year will provide opportunities for
us to cast our nets broadly. Thank you for praying as we continue to serve
Christ in Northern Thailand!
In Christ,
Jonathan and Alisa Ballou

My achilles injury has
forced me to preach from a
chair, the latest in what
seems a long season of
adaptations in ministry.
Looking back, every time
we have been forced to
adapt, God has used the
circumstances for good.
Holding church online for
a time forced me to grow
comfortable preaching in
front of a camera. Now I
am recording weekly
videos to encourage and
equip Thai believers.

The Children's Ministry in our church finished a great year with fun Christmas parties. We are so thankful for the efforts poured into these children,
including our own! Our prayer is that God will continue to help this group to grow in faith, as a strong foundation for the future of the church.

Zach and Opal have been dear friends ever since they came
Namrin has been faithful in this church since the very first
to our first open house in September of 2015. Now we have Sunday. We have seen God use her life in so many ways. Like
seen them graduate both high school and college. Several
so many other members, she is the first Christian in her
times they have seemed almost ready to follow Christ. Would family, navigating the regular pressures of being salt and light
you help us pray for them to have that courage and faith?
in her entirely Buddhist community. So far, her young adult
son and daughter have both come to Christ through her
testimony.

We have been so
encouraged to see this local
church grow in faith and in
number through the past
year. Coming into 2022, we
are renewed in our
commitment to discipling
and training believers, and
to sharing the truth of
Christ with the lost
community around us.
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PRAYER LETTER
MIRACLE
A Post-script update on my Rehab
In December of 2015, during the 4th quarter of a game against the Chicago Bears,
49ers quarterback Blaine Gabbert scrambled 44 yards for a touchdown. He
surprised the defense, the announcers, and possibly even himself. In the replay, the
announcer said, “I don’t remember this much athleticism!” Later that night, the QB
thanked his sports therapist, telling him there was no way he could have made the
play before starting treatment for multiple nagging injuries. The specialized
therapist had recently moved from Sydney, Australia to continue treating a
renowned rugby player that signed on to the San Francisco team, and began
treating a few other NFL Players, including Gabbert. What does this have to do with
our prayer letter? I’m glad you asked!
Last month in a post-script to our regular update letter I shared with you all the
news of my recent achilles injury and surgical repair. At the time, the biggest
question I faced was the process of rehab. Without speaking negatively, I had very
little confidence in the experience of the physical therapists available to me. All I
could say for certain was that the road back to normal usage would be arduous and
long. As I sent that letter, many friends responded that they would be praying for
my recovery.
Within a day of sending that letter, I crossed paths with a man named Antonio,
who asked about my aircast. Summarizing our conversation, he explained that he
recently retired to our area after 35 years of specialized physical therapy, and
offered to treat my injury 3 days per week, completely free of charge. Remember
Gabbert’s PT? Same guy. His one condition? He asked, “How is your relationship
with pain?”... So I can report to you that my recovery is going well, and I am in the
very best of hands for that process. Also, on December 29, very much to my own
surprise, I took my first steps, well ahead of schedule. Thank you all so much for
your effective prayer!
~ Jay ~

I recently shared a sunrise
on a kayak in the river with
Tam. This businessman's
wife has grown in
faithfulness as a church
member, and his 2 young
sons are faithful in the
children's ministry. I'd ask
that you pray for his
salvation. He attends
church regularly, but has
not been ready to follow
Christ. There would
definitely be significant
pressure from his family
members and friends when
he does choose Jesus.

