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SEASONS IN MINISTRY
Dear Friends,
Our last update letter was a rather vulnerable one for me. Like any
missionary, I fight daily to keep my identity from being intertwined with the
perceived success of ministry, or lack thereof. I think it was important for me
to be able to share in both the blessings and apparent setbacks. I was also
reminded that our human perspectives are based on our own goals, and God
surely has his own plan that supersedes mine. The email responses that we
received were numerous and greatly encouraging. Partnership through
prayer and friendship is a powerful thing.
By the time I hit send on that prayer letter, it seemed that God was already
leading us into a new chapter as a young church. After a long season of
planning with our ministry partners, Chris and Becca Reed, we celebrated the
church’s 6th anniversary with the signing of our constitution on the first
Sunday of November. This is an important step in the trajectory of
establishing a healthy local church that can be a model and sending force
here in Thailand.
In this season of emphasis on the local church, we have seen a tremendous
amount of spiritual growth throughout the church. The spirit of service,
worship, and fellowship are a continual source of blessing. There are so many
characteristics of a healthy church that cannot be easily measured, but we
have seen them grow in this season. Even as we continue do deal with a
number of very difficult, even tragic situations in discipleship, we sense that
God has used this season for his own purposes in the life of this church.
In Christ,
Jonathan and Alisa Ballou

Alisa was recently
able to restart a small
English class for
outreach to local high
school students. Our
church is eagerly
prepping for the
launch of our youth
group in the new year.
Our prayer is that
years of relationship
building will help us
guide teens into a life
of faithful, countercultural Christianity.

On our Church Anniversary, we were blessed with some guests as our church came together to mark another year of blessings. Every face
represents an incredible story of miraculous grace, and a beautiful journey of discipleship with Christ!

Conducting a service in my second language is always such
an adventure! Having recently completed a master's degree,
my next major point of focus is on developing my skills as a
communicator in Thai. I love when people ask for specific
prayer requests, and this certainly qualifies! Would you pray
for grace in my preparation and preaching ministry?

I would appreciate your prayer for this young man in our
church. Due to political situations, he has recently returned
to care for friends and family members in a dangerous
conflict region. As he prepared to go, we gave him a small
packet of items and a journal to take with his Bible. We are
praying earnestly for his safe return, and hope to be able to
share more of his story in the future.

It has been a privilege to
see Mario trust Christ and
be baptized, perform his
wedding, and now
celebrate his new home
after praying with him for
several years to find the
right place. Seeing people
grow in the Lord and walk
with him is such a blessing!
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LEARNING TO SLOW
DOWN?
A Post-script about personal life
“Are you a pro footballer?” The orderly asked me as I writhed in agony on the
emergency room bed. I think I felt flattered, but chuckled through gritted teeth as I
replied that I was just out playing in a casual league. It was an opportunity that I
was really excited about, an invitation to join three teams of community leaders
and businessman in a friendly Tuesday night soccer league. This kind of invitation is
not taken lightly here, and in this case it had been extended to me by an
acquaintance of my friend Kung, who passed away several years ago. I laced up and
played, thinking the whole time of my friend who was just a few weeks away from
being baptized when he passed away suddenly of heart failure.
After I barely missed on a header from a corner kick, the guys seemed to be OK with
me joining them on the field, and I was wrapping up my third 15 minute match.
Sprinting toward the outside of the box, I made a sudden cut inside to shed my
defender. That’s when my Achilles’ tendon completely ruptured. There was a pop
heard by the whole field, a pain like getting hit with a baseball bat on the calf, and
then searingly intense calf pain, like a horrible cramp.
Now that I’m through the surgery part, and the 4 day hospital stay, I wanted to list
out some of the circumstances I am most thankful for in the situation:
1. Our insurance took care of every expense, with only $400 in deductible paid.
PTL! That is a feeling of relief.
2. After only a brief stay in a small local hospital, I was transferred to Chiang Mai,
where I received a quality of care that truly impressed me in many ways.
3. A young man who has not been returning my messages (see last update) came
to sit with me in the hospital for an entire morning. I cannot describe what a
blessing that was!
4. The surgeon was confident and experienced. In spite of a 4 cm gap in my torn
tendon, he was able to use a percutaneous method, rather than open incision.
The recovery and overall prognosis is much better for the less invasive surgery.
I could probably go on with a litany of little blessings. The words of encouragement,
counsel to rest and rehab well, and overall understanding I have received also
mean a lot to me. This is certainly a wrinkle, and in a season that was already
quite… wrinkly. I trust that God is accomplishing his purposes both in my heart and
in my ministry. Whether I like it or not, this season will see me moving more slowly.
Perhaps God has some lessons for me to learn about being unhurried.

