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The Ballou Family in Thailand

Dear Praying Friends,
July was a great month of ministry for us, as we welcomed two different groups of
friends who came to help us with outreach and a marriage retreat. Both of these
teams opened incredible doors for us in our community here, and they came with
hearts ready to serve.
First, at the beginning of July a team visited from Solid Rock Baptist Church in
New Jersey. They started their trip here with an outreach at our local Friday night
market. On that night we met 3 people who have been attending services on
Sundays! Throughout their trip, this group worked hard in the various opportunities
that opened up for them, including teaching English in several schools and a college
in our city, putting in fence posts for a Bible school rice field, and ministering in local
churches. A group of their men also helped us kick off our weekly ministry in the local
prison. Their great spirit and energy was a big encouragement to our team here!
Then, to close out the month of July, it was so great to have a visit from Alisa’s
uncle Roland and Aunt Stephania with five incredible young people. They did an
amazing job of speaking for our first ever couple’s retreat. The idea of teaching
specifically for couples is a newer idea for Thailand, but so needed in this culture.
The model of their family and their clear Biblical teaching was exactly what we
needed for the retreat. Besides their effectiveness in helping us minister, it is just so

encouraging to have family and good friends come and share in our lives for a few
days!
In our church, the month of July was sort of a roller coaster of emotions. Several
college age young men have been coming faithfully, in spite of a commute of nearly
an hour. Two of these young men, Det and Toto, have recently trusted Christ, and all
four are growing in the Lord. Fellow missionary Jeff Gross encourages them
regularly through the week, but it has been hard for them to really get grounded in
this local church because of the distance. Recently a Baptist church got started near
their university. Looking at the big picture, we all felt it best for Jeff to help them get
plugged where they can really be involved in a local church! We certainly miss them,
but have tremendous hope for their future in Christ as they put the importance on
their faithfulness to the body of Christ over activities of their college.
At the same time, the people attending our services have been such an
encouragement to us. Those who are baptized believers have shown tremendous
commitment to Christ and faithfulness to church, even while enduring resistance
from their families. We also have seen unbelievers come to every service but one
this year, and several have shown genuine progress in their understanding of who
God is. The decision to follow Christ cannot be taken lightly here, because of the
difficulty of being a Christian in their culture. In our province Christians make up less
than 0.5% of the population, and are mostly viewed negatively by family and
coworkers. Seeing the faith of the believers in our church is a daily encouragement
to me!
Would you pray with us for a few specific people who have been studying about who
God is, and learning what the gospel means for their lives?
Seeng and her son Pi Pat
Now (a graphic designer who we met through our English classes)
Mario (a friend who has been coming to services almost all year)
Yok (a college girl whose parents are staunchly against her becoming a
Christian)
Wong (a sound engineer who has promised to come to church eventually)

Thank you for Praying!
The Ballou Family
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